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Citations and explanations 

US-*-* 213 499 discloses an airbag for a side impact 

protection system, with at least one protection chafer 4 8 

whrch in its inflated condition serves to intercept a 

vehicle occupant. The airbag has an overflow chafer 62 

which is connected to the protection chafer via an overflow 
channel 60. 

The subject matter of claim 1 of the present application 
differs from that of OS-A-6 213 4 99 in that the overflow 
chamber is provided with a discharge opening, and in that 
the gas in the airbag flows from the protection chamber 
along the overflow channel and into the overflow chamber, 
from which it exits the airbag via the discharge opening. 

The subject matter of claim 1 is therefore novel. 

Airbaga normally remain inflated for some time after an 
accident because there is no gas outlet. An infiated airbag 
can hrnder occupant rescue attempts. The concept of providing 

discharge opening in an airbag for side impact protection 
xn order to facilitate occupant rescue is without precedent. 

The solution proposed in claim 1 therefore involves an 
lnventlve s tep (PCT Article 33(3)). 

K>m 1-CI7IPEA/4W (Box V) (j muao , 1954, 
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Claims 2 to 5 are dependent on claim 1 and therefore also 
meet the PCT requirements in respect of novelty and inventive 
step. 



The claims also meet the PCT requirement of industrial 
applicability. 
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